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1. Market and Macro Industry Commentary

General Market Commentary

US Henry Hub gas prices fell in June, the prompt contract declined from $8.18/mmbtu at

close of business on 30 May to $5.42/mmbtu at close on 30 June. Calendar 2022 prices fell

from $8.18/mmbtu to $5.66/mmbtu over the same period. The correction was instigated by a

fire at the Freeport LNG export facility that has taken 2.1bcf/d of LNG export capacity offline

until October.

Prompted by recession fears, oil prices also fell, with the prompt opening June at

$114.67/bbl and closing at $105.76/bbl. The calendar 2022 price fell from $107.65/bbl to

$99.76/bbl.

Headline inflation is increasing across all developed markets (LHS Figure 1) and central

banks across the world are increasing rates in response. In the US, increases in consumer

price inflation are being driven by contributions from food and energy (RHS Figure 1).
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Figure 1: International Headline Inflation and US CPI (Source: BofA)
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The impact of inflation is also being felt by gas and oil producers. Goldman Sachs reports that realised public company data from 1Q22

show operating cash costs increasing by 20% since January. This is the natural order of the sector, with higher prices allowing service

companies to charge more for their products.

Data from the EIA shows that fossil fuel sources accounted for 79% of US primary energy consumption in 2021 (Figure 2).

Figure 2: Energy Consumption in the United States 1776-2021 (Source: EIA)

Total primary energy consumption in the US in 2021 was 97 quadrillion British thermal units (quads). Petroleum has been the most-

consumed primary energy source in the US since surpassing coal in 1950. In 2021 the US consumed 35 quads of petroleum, 31.3

quads of natural gas and 10.5 quads of coal. Renewable energy provided 12.2 quads and nuclear energy 8.2 quads (Figure 3).

Figure 3: Percentage of Total Energy Consumption in the United States 1776-2021 (Source: EIA)
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The latest Baker Hughes rig count data follows. In June US total rigs increased by 25 from 727 to 752. Oil rigs increased by 23 from

574 to 597 while gas rigs increased by 2 from 151 to 153.
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Figure 4: Near Month Henry Hub Futures (Source: EIA)

On 9 June a fire at the 2.1 bcf/d Freeport LNG export facility sent Henry Hub prompt $1/mmbtu lower on the day. Declines continued

after it was announced that repairs would take until October to complete (Figure 4). $5.50/mmbtu remains a very strong price for US

gas producers.

Gas Market

Freeport LNG represents 17% of total US LNG export capacity (Figure 5).

Figure 5: Monthly US LNG Exports (Source: EIA)



© 2022 Longreach Alternatives. All rights reserved. ABN 25 082 852 364 AFSL 246747

Longreach Energy Holdings LLC Delaware registered #565928

M
o

n
th

ly
 R

e
p

o
rt

Longreach Energy
Holdings LLC

5

Figure 6: US LNG Export Facilities and US Gas Demand for Power (Source: various via GS)

Freeport LNG loadings have mostly gone to Europe since last October (LHS Figure 7). The loss of this supply, together with ongoing

impact of sanctions on Russia, have driven global spot LNG prices higher. In the week from 29 June to 6 July, day-ahead gas prices

at the Title Transfer Facility (TTF) in Netherlands averaged $47.99/mmbtu (an increase of $7.62/mmbtu on prior week), while average

swap prices for LNG cargoes in East Asia averaged $38.43/mmbtu. In the same week last year (week ending 7 July 2021), the prices

in East Asia and at TTF were $13.17/mmbtu and $12.27/mmbtu respectively.

US demand for gas fired power has been increased by tightness in the coal market. The gas price required to incentivise max

substitution of gas for Appalachian Coal has now reached $12/mmbtu as global coal prices have rallied (RHS Figure 7).

There are currently seven LNG export facilities operating in the US, the largest of which is Sabine Pass with peak capacity of

approximately 5bcf/d (LHS Figure 6). While the loss of 2bcf/d of demand is material, it has been offset by higher-than-expected US

gas demand for power since early May (RHS Figure 6).

Figure 7: Freeport LNG Cargoes and Coal vs Gas (Source: various, via GS)
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Global forward LNG prices, like spot, continue to provide very strong margins for US LNG exporters (Figure 8) which incentivises

continued growth in US LNG export capacity.

Figure 8: US LNG Export Margins (Source: various, via GS)

Notwithstanding the loss of Freeport demand, the supply and demand balance remains tight. Working gas inventories are still at the

lower end of the 5-year range (Figure 9).

Figure 9: Working Gas in Storage (Source: EIA)
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Oil prices declined modestly in June as the market sought a balance between an enduring structural supply deficit and concerns that a

widespread global recession could materially decrease demand. Supply of oil from Russia and the impact of zero-Covid on Chinese

demand are the largest near-term factors in the oil market.

Following Russia’s invasion of the Ukraine its oil production initially fell c.1mmbbl/d but then recovered (LHS Figure 10). Goldman

expects Russian oil production to gradually decline until early 2023 and then increase (RHS Figure 10).

Oil Market

Despite China’s lockdowns, global oil inventories remain depressed (LHS Figure 11). Disruptions, maintenance, and project delays

are contributing towards lower production despite higher prices (RHS Figure 11).

Figure 10: Russian Oil Production (Source: various, via GS)

Figure 11: Global Inventory Changes vs Expectation and Supply Revisions (Source: various, via GS)
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Mobility remains robust across most regions despite higher prices (LHS Figure 12). Goldman expect the continued recovery in

international travel to take jet fuel demand above 6mmbbl/d in August (RHS Figure 12).

Figure 12: Passenger Vehicle Demand vs 2019 and Global Jet Fuel Demand (Source: various, via GS)

Non-US supply remains constrained. International rig-counts have not responded to increased Brent prices (LHS Figure 13). Outside

OPEC there has been a modest increase in rig counts however production volumes are small (RHS Figure 13).

Figure 13: Non-US and Canada Rig Counts (Source: Baker Hughes, GS)
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Drilling activity in the US has continued to increase in recent months, with producers gradually deploying more rigs (LHS Figure 14

and Figure 15). Completion activity has however lagged, reflecting a shortage in completion capacity, both pressure pumping

equipment and trained frac crews (RHS Figure 14) and Figure 16 (next page). While generic services such as steel and unskilled

labour can be outbid from other industries such as construction, this shortage of dedicated oilfield services will take time and higher

prices to overcome.

Figure 14: Permian Rigs and Wells (Source: various via GS)

Figure 15: Horizontal Oil Rig Count by Basin (Source: Enervus via GS)
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Figure 16: Frac Crew Profitability and Frac Utilisation (Source: various via GS)
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Gas and Oil Prices 5 July 2022
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Gas and Oil Prices 1 June 2022
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This report has been issued by Longreach Alternatives Limited ABN 250 828 52364 AFSL 246 747 (“Longreach”). This document is not an offer of

securities or financial products, nor is it financial product advice.

As this document has been prepared without taking account of any individual investor’s particular objectives, financial situation or needs, you should

consider its appropriateness having regard to your objectives, financial situation and needs before taking any action.

This document has been prepared without taking into account of your objectives, financial situation and needs; you should consider its

appropriateness having regard to your objectives, financial situation and needs.

The information stated, opinions expressed and estimates given constitute best judgement at the time of publication and are subject to change

without notice. Consequently, although this document is provided in good faith, it is not intended to create any legal liability on the part of Longreach

or any other entity and does not vary the terms of a relevant disclosure statement. Past performance is not an indicator of future results. All dollars

are US dollars unless otherwise specified.

This document describes some current internal investment guidelines and processes. These are constantly under review and may change over time.

Consequently, although this document is provided in good faith, it is not intended to create any legal liability part of Longreach or any other entity and

does not vary the terms of a relevant disclosure statement. Past performance is not an indicator of future results. In cases where information

contained in this document derives from third parties, Longreach accepts no liability for the accuracy, completeness or appropriateness of such

information.


